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Colorado  

ASTA, Inc. 

 

New ASTA Membership Rates effective July 1 

Professional              $99 
Senior                       $70  

Please use the new rate if you have not  
already registered for Summer Conference. 



CASTA President News and Notes,  
 

The CASTA/CBA Summer Convention is scheduled for 

Thursday, July 17 th  and Friday, July 18 th  at Cherry Creek 

High School. I sincerely hope that you are able to make 

plans to be there to participate in all that is being 

planned for you, the String Educator, this summer.  
 

Highlights for this summerõs sessions include: 

¶ Kirk Moss from Minnesota State Univ. and new President

-Elect of National  ASTA  

¶ Certificate Program for Strings Year II as determined 

by ASTA for the private string student. Chaired by Kip 

Mason.  

¶ Violin 101, 102, 103 ð teaching tips for the Elementary, 

Middle School & High School classroom  

¶ Viola 101, 102, 103 ð teaching tips for the Elementary, 

Middle School & High School classroom  

¶ Cello 101, 102, 103 ð teaching tips for the Elementary, 

Middle School & High School classroom  

¶ Teaching/Conducting Full Symphony Orchestra from 

the String Teachers Perspective  

¶ All -State Orchestra Auditions for both String Teachers 

and Band Directors  

¶ New Music Reading Session  

¶ Smart Music and Finale for your Classroom and/or 

private studio students  

¶ CASTA General Meeting including planning for the 

2009 ASTA National Convention to be held in Atlanta, 

Georgia  

¶ Time at the convention booths for music, 

instruments, ideas and more  

¶ Most Importantly - Time with your fellow string 

Educator professionals  
 

So here is your check -list:  

¶ Set aside the dates of Thursday, July 17 and Friday, 

July 18 to be at the CASTA/CBA Summer Convention at 

Cherry Creek High School  

¶ Download the registration form from the Award -

Winning CASTA Website  

¶ Send -in the paper -work and check (it is best to eat 

chocolate while doing this part)  

¶ Encourage a friend to come with you ð especially a 

fellow String Educator and in particular a private 

string teacher to join you at the sessions this summer  

¶ Make plans to gather with friends for dinner out both 

nights (You do deserve it you know!!!)  

¶ E-mail me (demmons@lps.k12.co.us) with any 

questions, concerns, or ways you would like to help 

regarding the summer convention.  
 

Have a great end of the school year!  
 

Finally, change happens. I know it is occurring either at 

your school, in your district or with other colleagues that 

you know. We will begin looking at ways for CASTA to 

support those of you whose programs are either being 

threatened or compromised. We are all in the business of 

teaching strings together and in supporting each other in 

anyway possible. Please track me down at the summer 

conference and I will have time set aside to meet with 

anyone in this position to see what we as an organization 

can do to help support the furthering of string programs 

and string education in Colorado. I look forward to 

hearing from you and to seeing you at the CASTA/CBA 

Summer Convention on Thurs. July 17 th  and Fri. July 18 th  at 

Cherry Creek H.S.  
 

Sincerely,  

Don Emmons  
CASTA President, Inc.  

Instrumental Music Director  

Littleton High School  

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

As the year rolls to a close, I always seem to reflect on my past 

years as a music teacher and what I would like to see for the 

future. You know the phrase, òWhat goes around, comes around.ó 

seems to be true for me. Here I am once again, after a general 

music break, teaching orchestra again and moving into a 

leadership position in Colorado ASTA. The strings teachers and 

orchestra programs in Colorado have grown considerably in my 

almost thirty years as a teacher and I look forward to helping them 

continue to be strong.  

 

Barb Risner currently teaches orchestra and guitar at Campus 

Middle School in Cherry Creek Schools. Campus has five orchestras, 

beginning and intermediate guitar.  
 

Barb Risner 
CASTA, Inc. President -Elect  

 Colorado ASTA, Inc.  Colorado ASTA, Inc.  Colorado ASTA, Inc.  

 Past Presidents  Life Time Service Award  Outstanding String    

 2006 Margaret Berg  2007 Carol Tarr  2007 Pattie Nelson  

 2002 Michelle Ewer  2006 Jim McNeal  2006 Andrea Meyers  

 2000 Dr. Katharine òKipó Mason 2005 Larry Lashley  2005 Nancy Allwein  

 1998 Dr. Greg Hurley  2004 Larry Overton  2004 Becky Anderson  

 1996 Cameron Law  2003 Leonard Diggs  2003 Barbara Rino  

 1994 Scott Betts  2002 Will Schwartz  2002 Cameron Law  

 1991 Vanda Skadden, retired  2001 Tom & Barbara Humphrey  2001 Judy Elgethun  

 1988 Michelle Ewer  2000 Dan Giullian  2000 Susan Day  

 1986 Richard Fuchs  1999 Vanda Skadden  1999 Scott Betts  

 1984 Barbara Risner  1998 Steve McNeal  1998 Brett Wallace  

 1979 Larry Overton, retired  1997 Virgil Rosenberger  

 1977 Mike Pearce   CMEA  

 1974 Howard Mickens, retired   25 Year Award Recipient  

 1976 Gerald Karre   2007 Elva Jean Bolin  



1Inaugural CASTA Certificate Program a 

Success  
 

The inaugural CASTA Certificate Program took place on Saturday, 

March 8, 2008 at Highlands Ranch High School. In all, 64 students 

participated in performances for evaluators throughout the day 

resulting in earned certificates of achievement at chosen levels 

and invaluable experiences for all.  
 

The CASTA Certificate Program is an outgrowth of the National 

ASTA Certificate Program, also being kicked off this year. This 

program is based on the Royal Conservatory Performance 

Evaluation Model. Students prepare scales, etudes and prescribed 

pieces at appropriate levels and also sight -read at the event. 

Evaluators comment on all aspects of performance both through 

written comments and a mini -lesson.  
 

When this program was just an idea here in Colorado, we formed a 

committee of folks interested in taking on the project. In our 

initial discussions, we had said that at showing of 20 students 

would make it a worthwhile endeavor. When we had 64 

registrants, we were thrilled! Students from òTwinklesó through the 

Mendelssohn Violin Concerto were put through their paces. 

Evaluators (and CASTA members) Michael Hansen, Marsha Holmes, 

Ellen Ravnan and Nancy Marble offered support and suggestions to 

each student.  
 

Students participated in the Colorado CPS for various reasons. For 

some, preparing a full program of memorized pieces, scales, 

etudes and sight -reading was a first -time experience. Many were 

looking for new ideas from other musicians. High school aged 

students were interested in the prestige that earning national 

recognition will bring to their resumes. Our oldest participant, a 

sophomore at Metro, was doing it just for fun. One teacher 

commented that having this goal brought new energy to her 

studio at an otherwise òdownó time between recitals. 
 

Students beamed and posed for photos when receiving their 

certificates. Comments like, òThat was greató and òFunó were used. 

When one student said to his teacher, òI canõt believe I came all the 

way to Highlands Ranch High School to hear what you tell me every 

week!ó, we knew we had a success on our hands. Bravo to all of the 

participating students!  
 

Highlands Ranch High School and their orchestra director, Nancy 

Allwein, were very generous in they way they opened their doors 

to us. The Tri -M Chapter at HRHS was there in full force offering 

every kind of help imaginable. We are very grateful to Nancy and 

the students for everything they did!  
 

Colorado CPS Committee members Campbell Harrison, Margaret 

Miller, Carol Tarr and chair, Katharine Mason agreed to make this an 

annual event. The next Certificate for Strings day will be held on 

Saturday, March 7, 2009 at Highlands Ranch High School. Specific 

information about the Colorado event will be available this 

summer on the CASTA website. For more, including National CPS 

Performance requirements, check the National ASTA Website at 

www.astaweb.com . Plans for additional sites are in progress. If you 

are interested, please let any committee member know.  
 

Katharine Mason, PhD 
2008 Colorado CPS Chair  

 

http://www.astaweb.com/



