CASTA Membership Meeting

January 20, 2007

9:00 a.m.

Broadmoor Theatre

Colorado Springs, Colorado

-Welcome!  (Andrea Meyers, president)

-Membership roster sent around for people to edit contact info.  

-Congrats to Elva Jean on award.  

-People made 180 calls to remind CASTA members about CMEA this weekend.  Send contact changes information to National Representatives of your region. 

-Self introductions.  

-Awarded best website last year.  Thank you to  Linda Johnson.

-Congrats to Patty Nelson for outstanding orchestra teacher of the year.  

-Congrats to all performers and Trina Chambers for outstanding performance. 

-Many congrats due to membership. 

-Gratitude & appreciation to presenters, presiders, performers.  If all you do is pay your dues, and come to the conferences, that what it takes to make memberships work.  

-Bob Phillips, TISQ were tremendous.  

-Conference attendance information will be sent in newsletter.

In attendance:   Andrea Meyers, Douglas; Barb Risner,, Cherry Creek; Stephanie Sowter, Douglas; Kim Watkins, Douglas; Fred Jewell, BVSD; Campbell Harrison, Legacy/Northglenn HS; Danielle Crisman, St. Vrain; Elva Jean Bolin, Nancy Allwein, Highland Ranch HS; Shel Stanfill, Chaparral HS;  Bret Wallace, Fairview HS; Wes Kenney, CSU; Ron Francois, CSU; Gretchen Hartop, Mesa; Bob Qualls; Sabrina Baugh, Colo. Spgs.; Keith Ewer, FRYS; Michelle Ewer, Jeffco; Linda Johnson, Colo. Spgs.; Katie Zezula, Colo. Spgs.; Robbie Hobein, Aurora MS & HS; Dan Giullian, Jeffco; Ed Deepe, Colo. Spgs.; Juliet White-Smith, UNC; Julie Torp, Mapleton Schools; Amber Campbell, Grand Jctn.; Steve McNeal, CSU; Trina Chambers, Douglas; Alice Yoder, Douglas; Danielle Johnson, Adams 12; Pattie Nelson, Jeffco; Casey Ehresman, CSU.
-Minutes from last meeting accepted.  

-Go to Detroit because it will be a fantastic conference. 

-There is a group from CASTA going and you will see that TISQ will be there again.  -Mr. Kenney will also present some sessions with CSU as teaching orchestra for conducting clinic on Thurs.  

-The dates are March 7-10.  

-Juliet White-Smith will co-present w/ Greg Hurley and Linda Jennings on Friday.  -Last year was a great conference in KC.  

-In 2008 the conference will be in Albuquerque.  

-Have Mark Wood Come to your school and do a workshop.  

-Send Trina an email.  He is here for 2 weeks. 

-Ballots for rep. election will be in the next publication.  

-Ed has agreed to go on for an unopposed term.  

Juliet White-Smith is looking to be replaced. 

-Mike Nelson and Gretchen Hartog have agreed to go on.  

-Fred Jewell will continue doing the newsletter.  

-If you would like to run for office, you are encouraged.  

-2007 conference in Detroit basket.  

-Who is going? Gala event/silent auction is great.  

-Shoulder pads, stays in Detroit.  If you have something to donate to the basket, please do (vacation property, CDs, Susan is donating some pieces)  

-These things are needed ASAP, but think about the basket for 2008.

-There are National Orchestra Festival applications. 

-The dates of the conference are Feb. 28-March 1 for Albuquerque conference in 2008.  

-Those applications are due next month.

-New promotion: Member of the month, media advocacy line.  ASTA is 60 years old now.  

-Also, there is a great deal of chapter state wide business.

-Still waiting to see if we need a solo/ensemble chair.  

-Don Robertson, Jennifer Johns, Ron Francois, Jeri Jorgensen did the primetime opening session, which would be good to continue this type of session.  

-Panel was assembled when Judith wasn’t able to make it.  

-Ron Francois reported that it went well.  

-If you have a proposal or idea for summer conference, contact Don.  

-The dates are July 19-20 at Cherry Creek High School.  

-Just before that will be the CSU conducting workshop w/ Wes Kenney and Steve McNeal.

-We got a new banner for the booth.  Linda Johnson and Mike thanks for running the booth.  

-Treasurers report (Nancy Allwein)

 -When dues are paid to National, a rebate check is given to CASTA.  

-We exist financially by the rebate checks that we get on top of the summer conference.  

-In some years we have money to do scholarships, etc. after summer conference. 

– We are currently spending more than we are making this year, and 

-this report doesn’t include the rebate check that was just sent for $1500.  

-We are in good shape.  

-Donation type checks go into the scholarship account.   

-In summer time, a lot of dues become run up at summer conference.  

-All memberships are sent to National with one big check from us.  

-We pay Linda’s dues for maintaining the best website in the US.  

-There will be a few more expenses because the people who stepped in with Judith’s absence were taken to lunch.  

-We have a huge support system.  Andrea is asking as a membership if these kinds of expenses (conference related) are okay without member approval.  

-Suggested that we should only vote on it if it is over $100.  

-Mentioned that CASTA shouldn’t pay for those kind of expenses.  

-Also stated that it should be a board decision.  

-This is an expensive place to eat out and most of the clinicians don’t have transportation and so they are stuck paying for food.  

-Clinician stipend usually does include meals.  

-Andrea will get figures for what was spent this weekend.  

-CBA bill is paid.  

-Submitting forms to National has been done, but took extra time this year.  

-If you have any problems let Andrea or Nancy know and they will help you straighten it out.  

-Treasurer’s report is accepted.  

-Bret and Stephanie Wallace are retiring from Front Range Youth Symphony. (Keith Ewer)

 -Keith spoke about the importance of the person that replaces them and thanks the Wallaces.  

-This is run through the city of Arvada and the position is open for qualified musicians and educators.  

-With Keith staying, the ideals that are there will be upheld.  The deadline has been extended.  

-Bret Wallace said this is a unique position and so if you are concerned about bookkeeping, budgets, library; Keith really takes care of that.  

-This is a conductor type position and working with Keith and Arvada Center is a joy.  

-Newsletter (Fred Jewell) 

- Please adhere to deadlines-including board members.  

-These deadlines happen in correlation with his school schedule and are important so that we can get the publication out on time.

- Different paper for this newsletter and some changes in formatting.  

-There will be more to come to make it an accessible newsletter.  

-If you have an address or email change, get that to National.  

-It was nice to have a conference schedule for string events and roster of the people separate from the CMEA program.  

-Michelle Ewer suggested that it could be nice to link the CMEA mentoring program on ASTA website and have a mentor page for just string people.  

-Board member handbooks (Margaret Berg)

-Should be obtained by all board members.  

-Margaret will get a notebook to you and everything will be up to date to pass on.  -By laws need to be updated periodically.  

-Our by laws were lost and need to be recreated from scratch.  

-Margaret’s personal deadline on that is May.  

Website (Linda Johnson)

-Linda could always use more material for the website and will make a mentor page.  -You can link from virtually everything from the home site.  

-If you want pictures of you or your group, email to Linda and she will post them.  ---She will be pulling the 2004 conference pics off so print out anything you want or she will store it on CD.  

-Please visit booth for goodies for students.

-CSU conducting workshop (Wes Kenney)

-July 17-18.  Located somewhere in Denver area.  

-There were 10 participants last year. 

-Talk to Mike Shaeffer or Mindy Lowen about what happens at these workshops.  

-Talk of a conference on the Western slope for teachers over there.  

- Bormeo SQ at CSU for annual string quartet workshop.

-May 4-5.

-High school students can participate in 2 day intensive workshop at CSU.  

-If interested contact Mr. Francois.

-Honor orchestra feedback appreciated.  

Met with Dr. Guyver and Jennifer Beck working on getting dinner times longer and other scheduling things for next year.

-Kenji Bunch at Viola Day performing followed by master classes and improv clinics with viola ensembles the next day.  

-April 13, Fort Collins High School

-RMVS website is updated so check it out.  Over 100 precollege violists typically participate in Viva Viola Day.  Check website for more info.  

-CASTA camp is purely middle school. 

-Turn 30-40 people away every year.  

-There is an intern program for HS student interested in music ed.

-2 full scholarships for the camp also.  

-In the works for conducting workshop for adults in the future.  

-All State update. 

-Feb. 8-10.  (Got a schedule in mail and dates are wrong).  

-You will get in the mail this week the guidelines and schedule with some conductor requests.  

-Livingston will be doing wind and brass sectional for the first day.  

-Teachers and chaperones must check in before their students can audition.  

-Concert is Feb. 10 at 4:00 at Mackey.  

-Tickets are 10$ for adults and $7 for kids 10 and under.  

-Directors get comp ticket.  

-Heavy duty program. Nancy preps kids to start thinking about all state right after all state.  

-Way too much Suzuki book 4 and 5 was heard on auditions this year, but they will not make all state on those pieces, even if excerpt and pieces are perfect.  

-Fred also spoke to the fact that the violin tapes were below a level that have heard in years past, which was surprising.  

-We should encourage students that the rating on the solo is a great influence on whether they are in or not. 

-Out of 65 viola tapes, there were 4 or 5 cassettes and kids are at automatic disadvantage because of tone quality.  

-Please submit recordings on CD. 

-Don’t record on tape first and then burn to CD. 

-What to do and not to do information for All-State auditions in newsletter.

-Josh Russell working on dissertation.

-Issues of why string teachers leave the profession and where they go.  

-If you have some time, please help him collect information.

